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ñWise Stewardship of Our Natural Heritageò 

What was your favorite part of Fall Fest? The farm, the weather, the activities, the 
food, and the company (you!) were all wonderful. As with past Montgomery Soil & 
Water Conservation District (SWCD) events, our goal for Fall Fest is to provide a way 
for families and individuals in Montgomery County to experience a day of fun and 
learning on the farm. Through the generous support of sponsors and volunteers, 
there was no admission charge and all activities were 
FREE. Fall Fest also included our 67th Annual Meeting 
and voting for our Board of Supervisors. See page 2 for 
the results! 
 

Music from "Thunder with Hand" Cherokee Southern 
Drum group filled the air, along with sharp whistles from 
Kenny Ulleryôs 1912 Gaar Scott steam engine. Steve  
Countryman took kids on rides behind one of his working 
model steam engines in antique style wagons, while the 
other sawed lumber into walking sticks for a handy      

memento of the day! Two Wood-Mizer Portable Sawmills and Evan Hay, 
Chainsaw Artist, also created things out of wood, much of it from logs from the 
farm! There were plenty of opportunities to learn about conservation, cover 
crops, wildlife, trees, and recycling. Kids enjoyed petting and interacting with 
goats, cows, and dogs from Ohio Labrador Retriever Rescue Services. Though 
not as cuddly, the birds of prey were super impressive to see up close! 
 

Of course, the pony rides and hay rides were huge hits, and families enjoyed the games at the Montgomery 
SWCD tent! Playing in a corn ósandboxô, blowing bubbles, creating the perfect home for a fairy, and making 
a óseed ballô full of seeds to grow their own gorgeous native wildflowers were enjoyable ways to spend part 
of a beautiful afternoon! Touring the RiverMobile with the University of Dayton River Stewards allowed 
children and families to get an óinside lookô at our areasô unique and valuable aquifers and rivers. The     
Soil Trailer from Butler SWCD showed the world beneath our feet, highlighting soils and the basic needs  
of living things. Fly fishing demos, sheep shearing, wool spinning, Dukeôs of Hazzard cars, and the                 
opportunity to see inside the city of Trotwood Fire Truck and Ambulance all helped create a memorable 

day! Delicious food was 
served up from the         
Montgomery Count            
Cattlemanôs, as well as      
Paôs Pork. Equally delectable 
jams, jellies, desserts and 
more were available from 
Garber Farms and Hartman 
Heimstytte, LLC.  
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Corn is fun, I think...  

Everyone enjoyed the hayrides!  

Giddy -up!  



A. BROWN & SONS NURSERY, 
INC. 

 

Landscape Design 
Residential & Commercial 

1/2 Mile N. of Phillipsburg on 49 
(937) 884-5826 

FORESTRY RESOURCE 
CONSULTANTS, INC. 

 

Mark J. Goeke, Consulting Forester 
Timber Sales & Appraisal, Tree Planting 

mgfrcinc@gmail.com 
 

Cell (937) 572-9850       2407 Bantas Creek Rd. 

       (937) 456-6976       Eaton, Ohio 45320 
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CY SCHWIETERMAN, INC 
Farm Drainage-Excavating 
Grass Waterways 
Conservation Projects 

 

4240 SR 49, Arcanum, Ohio 45304 

Phone: (937) 548-3965 

DENLINGER FARM DRAINAGE 
INC. 

 
ñComplete Farm  

Drainage Serviceò 

Gary - (937) 833-4248 

Dan - (937) 884-5966 

BUCHANANôS WILDLIFE  

SOLUTIONS, LLC. 
 

MICHAEL E. BUCHANAN, OWNER 
 

(937) 602-6055 
 

ñHelping you with wildlife 
conflictsò 

  
 

 

 
 

Your Local Store for Livestock, Pet 

and Wildlife Feed, and Supplies 
(937) 696-2028   Fax (937) 696-1305 

www.brubakergrain.com 

 

AMAZING 

NATIVE 

LANDSCAPE 

TECHNIQUES 

                                Margie Goodin 

         937-307-4857 
             ANLTechniques@gmail.com 

 

Flower Garden Installation & Maintenance 

Tree & Shrub Planting & Pruning 

Invasive Plant Control 

Prairie Installation, Restoration & Maintenance 
 

BRINGING NATURE HOME 

Coombs 
Excavating & Drainage, Inc. 

 

P.O. Box 546 

5037 Hamilton-Eaton Road 

Collinsville, Ohio 45004 

(513) 726-6124  cell:(513) 623-7072 

rc3156@aol.com 

New Board Members  
Mixed in with all the fun at Fall Fest was something very near and dear 
and important to the future of the Montgomery SWCD: voting for our 
Board of Supervisors! Fall Fest included our 67th Annual Meeting, where 
two individuals who will help steer the priorities and commitments of the 
Montgomery SWCD for the next three years were elected. Each of the five 
members on our Board of Supervisors serves a three year term and then 
may run again if they would like to continue. Voters must be residents or 
landowners, firms, and/or corporations that own or occupy land in 
Montgomery County and are 18 years of age and older. 
 

We want to congratulate and thank the two new members of our        
Board of Supervisors, Dr. J. Mark Judy and Bill (Wilbur) Meyer! We 
thank all the candidates for their support of the Montgomery SWCD      
and their interest in serving on this voluntary Board. It was a close race. 
We also appreciate all who took time to vote! We know it took discipline 
to walk past the Food Truck and all the fun activities to the voting booth. 
But without each of your voices, we donôt have a clear directive of the    
direction and priorities of the citizens and landowners in Montgomery 
County. Thank you! 

 
Fall Fest 2017 continued  

éContinued from Page 1 
 

We couldnôt have done this 
ourselves and we want to 
thank all the dedicated         
volunteers, crafts-people,     
exhibitors, vendors and staff 
whose dedication and hard 
work made it possible! A huge 
thanks is also due to those 
who donated so that we could keep our activities free! Make sure to     
support them to thank them for supporting their community! They are: 
ADS Tile, Brubaker Grain, Enterprise Roofing, EZ Farms, Farmersville 
Veterinary Clinic, Heuker Excavating LLC, Keller Grain & Feed, and 
Rixco LLC. 
 

Did you miss it? Did you have so much fun that you canôt wait to come 
again? Plans are already underway for 2018, so mark your calendars      
for the second Saturday in September at the Sycamore Conservation            

Education Demonstration Farm! If you 
want to become a sponsor or volunteer    
to help out during the event, contact      
Education/Information Specialist Kristen 
Lauer. Between now and then, visit our 
Facebook page and see if you can find 
yourself in the pictures! If you took       
pictures, tag them #FallFest and share 
with us! We look forward to seeing you 
next year at the Farm! 

UD River Stewards brought the river to us.  

Joining in the drumming!  
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Environmental Competitions: Our Students Shine!  
Did you know that the Montgomery SWCD hosts three opportunities 
each year for our Montgomery County 9-12th graders to compete in  
environmental competitions? And, did you know our students routinely 
go on to rank at or near the top at the State and National levels of those 
competitions? 
 

Each year in April, we are involved in two Envirothon competitions. 
The first is a local event, organized and co-hosted by the Montgomery 
and Greene SWCDs, called the County Envirothon. The second, the   
Area IV Envirothon, is an event that involves 18 counties in the      
Southwest corner of our state, with the top four scoring teams              
advancing to a statewide competition, the Ohio Envirothon.  
 

But what is an Envirothon? The Envirothon is an environmental       
high school competition where students are tested in the areas of 
Aquatics, Wildlife, Forestry, Soils and a Current Environmental Issue 
(CEI) that changes each year. The tests, written and administered by 
experts in each specialty, are taken in the field by a team of five           
students. The questions range from conducting measurements on trees 

to identifying wildlife by its tracks to answering general knowledge questions. The Envirothon is     
designed to stimulate, reinforce, and enhance interest in the environment and natural resources 
among high school students. High School students across the state compete on the local level at one 
of five Area Envirothons. The top four teams from each Area Envirothon go on to compete at the 
State Envirothon in June for the title of State Champion. The State Champion team from Ohio     
competes at the National Conservation Foundation (NCF) Envirothon held annually somewhere in 
North America. During all the Envirothons, the teams learn from experts and each other. As the    
contests advance so do the prizes for the winning teams. Montgomery county students have           
continually had a fantastic showing at the Envirothons. Not only are we one of the counties with the 
highest number of schools and students participating, but one or more teams from Montgomery 
County have progressed to the State Envirothon for at least eleven of the last fifteen years! 
 

The other contest the Montgomery SWCD organizes and has hosted each September for over 20 
years is our County Soil Judging Contest. This event involves digging four pits that are several feet 
deep and long enough to allow students to easily walk in and review the features of the soil on the 
sides of the pit. One pit is for practice, allowing for discussion before beginning the other three pits. 
Students judge the pits for either Urban or Rural guidelines. Both tests look at the slope of the land 
and texture of the soil at the surface and subsurface, as well as completing a written general 
knowledge test about soils. The Urban test also includes questions about flooding hazard, soil         
stability, the depth to the seasonal high water table, and any recommended management practices 
that a developer or homeowner may use in that setting. The Rural 
test focuses on the depth of the soil, erosion, the natural drainage    
of the soil (how wet it usually stays during a season), and any              
recommended conservation practices a farmer may use if farming 
that soil. After the contest, conservation professionals review the pits 
and test answers with the students. This contest is used by our  
Montgomery County FFA chapters as a practice for the Ohio         
District 5 Soils Career Development Event (CDE). Those students 
placing well progress to the State Contest, and then the National 
Land and Range Judging Contest. Montgomery Countyôs Centerville 
High School has had students qualify for the National five times 
since 2011!                                                                 Continued on Page 5 

2017 County Envirothon: 

Wildlife station.  

2016 County Soils: Texturing 

the soil  


