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ñWise Stewardship of Our Natural Heritageò 

In óKeepinô the Flow, Part 1ô, published in Winter 2016, we            
highlighted the challenges of maintaining 26 projects while          
keeping costs reasonable for landowners. The projects maintained  
by the Montgomery Soil & Water Conservation District ( SWCD)     
include 60 miles of open ditches and underground drainage       
mains, stormwater basins and storm sewers. 
 

The result of working to update and consistently keep these           
projects in good working order, however, has been very evident      
this spring! The year has started off very wet and drainage has      
been a key necessity for farmers and urban folks alike. In the latter 
part of April and early this May, many felt like it may never stop  
raining. Even after the rain stops, it takes time for all that rain        
water to go óawayô. Thatôs where well designed and maintained   
drainage projects show their worth! Some of the water, of course,  
will soak into the ground and become part of the groundwater.      
The rest needs to flow into tiles or over the land into stormdrains, 
ditches or natural waterways. When each of these components is  
well designed and healthy, the clean rain water drains away         
without washing away soil from the fields, ditches, and stream  
banks. The projects we design are maintained so that they prevent 
flooding and erosion!  
 

One issue we routinely have when maintaining ditches is rocks. Last year we excavated silt bars as part of 
maintaining the volume of flow in the ditches. The óspoilsô, or the material that was dug out of the ditch, 
was left to dry next to the ditch so that it could be properly sorted and handled. A large amount of rocks 
were in that spoil material, so we reinitiated an historic partnership to assist with getting the rocks out!  
 

The Montgomery County Sheriffôs Prisoner Work Detail Program 
has always been a vital part of the jailôs daily operations, taking  
non-violent offenders from the jail to do tasks that will help the 
community. In 1993 the Montgomery County Sheriffôs office        
expanded the program to include work details outside of the jail. 
We have partnered with Sheriff Dave Plummer in the past and    
revitalized that partnership this year. This program saves taxpayer 
money and provides meaningful activity for the prisoners.  
 

The prisoners assisted us with rock pick-up along Swamp Creek in 
Clay Township. Once the spoil was excavated from the ditches, it 
was left to dry for several months.                    Continued on Page 5 
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Excavating a ditch back to original flow  



A. BROWN & SONS NURSERY, 
INC. 

 

Landscape Design 
Residential & Commercial 

1/2 Mile N. of Phillipsburg on 49 
(937) 884-5826 

 

Stillwater River Clean -up!  

FORESTRY RESOURCE 
CONSULTANTS, INC. 

 

Mark J. Goeke, Consulting Forester 
Timber Sales & Appraisal, Tree Planting 

mgfrcinc@gmail.com 
 

Cell (937) 572-9850       2407 Bantas Creek Rd. 

       (937) 456-6976       Eaton, Ohio 45320 

T H E  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A D V O C A T E  P A G E  2  

Friday, June 2nd, 2017 (rain date June 9th)   8:30am - 1:00pm 

Hereôs a chance to work towards a positive change that can be seen and 
experienced the same day or even the same hour! If you enjoy being    
outside and donôt mind getting a little (or a lot) wet and muddy, we have 
the event for you! Canoes and pizza are provided! 
 

Our annual Stillwater River cleanup has resulted in tons (literally) of 
trash being pulled from the stream and its banks, to be recycled or        
correctly disposed of . Each year we work with volunteers and business 
and agency partners to help keep the State Scenic Stillwater River     
beautiful! This can be a strenuous event, so come prepared by dressing 
properly for the weather and wearing close-toed, thick soled shoes. A big 
thanks to the partners who help make this event possible, including the 
Cities of Clayton & Englewood, Five Rivers MetroParks, the Montgomery 
County Solid Waste District, Pizza Factory, and Rivers Unlimited.  
 

This event is FREE, but preregistration is required. Call or email Kristen 
Lauer before May 26th for details and to reserve your spot! 

The Good, The Bad, & The Ugly:  
 

Thursday, June 1st, 2017, 5:30 - 8:00pm  
Price Farm, 46 Kayler Rd, Eaton, Ohio 45320 

 

Does your pond need a little extra work to  
make it nicer, or a lot to get it in shape?     
Would you like to make your pond safer? Are 
you interested in learning about pond care?  
The Pond Clinic has something for you! 
 

This year we will focus on two ponds at the same site with two very       
different histories. Speakers will include OSU Extension Pond Specialist 
Eugene Braig, Eaton Fire Chief Brian Smith and Preble SWCD staff. New 
this year will be a panel discussion featuring the speakers, Preble County 
Wildlife Officer Brad Turner, and local pond owner Nathan Leis.  
 

A fish fry, catered by Bear Paw Catering, will begin at 5:30pm. Donations 
will be taken to help cover the meal cost. The program will begin at 
6:00pm. The Pond Clinic, co-hosted by Preble and Montgomery SWCDs, 
is free and open to everyone and will be held rain or shine. In the event of 
rain it will be held indoors. Please bring your own lawn chairs. Make it a 
family event and bring the kids, as local FFA members will be present to 
help entertain children during the program. R.S.V.P. and submit your 
questions for the panel discussion by May 26 by calling Preble SWCD at 
(937) 456-5159. 

A Tale of 
Two Ponds  

CY SCHWIETERMAN, INC 
Farm Drainage-Excavating 
Grass Waterways 
Conservation Projects 

 

4240 SR 49, Arcanum, Ohio 45304 

Phone: (937) 548-3965 

DENLINGER FARM DRAINAGE 
INC. 

 
ñComplete Farm  

Drainage Serviceò 

Gary - (937) 833-4248 

Dan - (937) 884-5966 

BUCHANANôS WILDLIFE  

SOLUTIONS, LLC. 
 

MICHAEL E. BUCHANAN, OWNER 
 

(937) 602-6055 
 

ñHelping you with wildlife 
conflictsò 

  
 

 

 
 

Your Local Store for Livestock, Pet 

and Wildlife Feed, and Supplies 
(937) 696-2028   Fax (937) 696-1305 

www.brubakergrain.com 

 

AMAZING 

NATIVE 

LANDSCAPE 

TECHNIQUES 

                                Margie Goodin 

         937-307-4857 
             ANLTechniques@gmail.com 

 

Flower Garden Installation & Maintenance 

Tree & Shrub Planting & Pruning 

Invasive Plant Control 

Prairie Installation, Restoration & Maintenance 
 

BRINGING NATURE HOME 

Coombs 
Excavating & Drainage, Inc. 

 

P.O. Box 546 

5037 Hamilton-Eaton Road 

Collinsville, Ohio 45004 

(513) 726-6124  cell:(513) 623-7072 

rc3156@aol.com 


